
CHEMICAL AND radloac- I 
_._. tive ..pollution of the envi- ,. 

ronment have so captured _ 
the popular imagination 

_,- that the most serious threats 
t!, human. welfare are&me- 

,timcs overlooked. Through- 
out evolutionary history, 
infectious disease has been 
the overriding threat to the 
species. In contemiorary 
life, only warfare makes a 

..competing claim. 
Antibiotics are often, but 

incorrectly, credited with a 
large share of the advances 
against disease. That credit 
b\eiongs rather to environ-. 
m&al engineering. Proce- 
dures “li.ke. the control of 

*tats,. fleas‘and lice, stipprcs- 
sion of mo&itoes by drain- 
age (and, let-ii\be admitted, 

.- DD’l?, quarantl&~,~and the 
mechanical scparaii0.n of 
drinkinrr water from &vcr- 

bie Disease Center of the tionai defense against the 
Public Health Service at AE- remaining threats of hatural 
lanta. pestiltince.“ These are aeri- 

This caution responds to a ously aggravated by the par- 
terrible responsibility which adox of the coexistence of 

goes beyond the risks of -jet transport, famine :and 
infection arid death of more squabr. 
laboratory worders. What ‘v Dr. P. Dorolle, deputy 
would prevent the escape of director general of the 
such a virus to the general World Health Organization 
population? is one of the few to have 

We now hear that further spoken out about the gap! 
cases of a disease resem- -in-our-present response. HF 

-bling Lassa fever have been 
reported from Jos, another 
town in Nigeria almost 300 
miles away. If this is con- 
firmed, we have to conclude 
that this virus is widespread 
in Nigeria. and we can 
hardly afford not to study it 
to forearm ourselves against 
its spread.. And we cannot 
blind oursclvrs to the iikeli-. 
hood that a hundrrtl similar 
viruses are being incubated 
in animal population rescr- . 

aCc channels have p?e; voirs, and ire-evoiving anew 
with gcnrtic chances and 

’ vrnted far mnre i”nrsses~~,~~bridization of pst,qblishpd 
than medicine would know Viruses. 

-how ~CI cure. 
* Bacterial infections arc PUBI,lC ITEALTH ;offi- 

-&uly,far~:ltss ,)h:Caten!.ng 
ciais ‘have hcrn loath to .’ 

now that antibiotics are 
-- I-dramatite. this supa?ordi. 

nate threat,.It has; however, 
,_ av’allablc. However. to re- 

quesi” of plague, one riced 
-fute the cliche of the “con- 

---merely look up $l~! statistics 
of bubonic plague in South- 
rast Asin. of gonorrhea 
among teen.agers .or,of tu- 

. bercujosis on Capitol. Hill. 

‘VItitiS INFECTIONS re- 
-. main as a klntial time bomb 

.against which we have frw 
defenses once it has 
erupted. 1Yr are all wcli ar- 
quainted with thr prriodic 

-sweep of influenza ncrnss 
the earth as nc’w strains ‘of 
virusrs rvoivr. This disrnsc 
ix not to bc shrugwd Off. 
but a minor- rhnncr- in thr 
hioloiy of the virus ~wuld 
civc it accrss to the hrain 
and mnkr it a scourcc with- 
oul precrdrbrit. 

- 

dent Nixon’s renunciation of 

been ventil&qd by the pol- 

JJ.S. yesearch’on germ weap-. 
ons. As hh implied, to use 

icy studies on biological 

human Intclii~encr for the 

-warfare that led to. Presi- 

Intentional design of new di- 
seases is so blatantly sui’- 
‘cidai that it cannot be justi- 
fied by any fancied military 
advantage. 

However, the abandon- 
mrnt of secret development 
wnrk merely stops more 
mischief; we have still to es- 
tablish an effective interna- 

refers, for example, to th4 
threat that yellow fev;?r ma: 
penetrate into Asia. wherl 
“the virus woul<>lnd .fdee 
climatic conditions, an ur 
.va&inatrd, human popula 
tion and its favorite vector 
the Aedcs mosquito. 

In this cirrunistancc 
rvrry single uncontrollr 
case of yellow fcvrr ii 
threat to h’undrcds of mi 
lions of people: Much th 
samb could he said for mar 
other .disrases, which d 
mands a Ieve of intrrn 
tional cohperation in surer 
lance and control that tra 
scends pbli t icaI differenct 

The necessary c o n t r ( 
methods .wiil remain uncI 
tain and awkward until v 
learn much m.ore about ’ 
ruses, particularly abo 1 
their biochemistry and I I 
netics, for which tbe. has I 
tools have recently bee 
perfected. The United Stat 
could do a great deal to rt 
tore its historic rrputati ’ 
ns a ‘drfrndrr- of human 1 
crtirs and hralth if I! ~6 
slrncd our crstwhilc biolo 
afl u\erferc laborrtorier, 
nt FI. ibtrirk, to mrkc thl 
an intrrnatlonai rcw111 
crntcr for ~lrolo~tcri per 
far?. * 1 
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